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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cable 
(4235054) in view of Brady (5127760). 

Cable shows a pre-fabricated_multi-purpose construction panel comprising: a plurality of 
parallel vertical stud members (40) of generally equal length possessing a first terminal end and a 
second terminal end; at least one reinforcement member(55)_located between each stud member 
whereby said panel can support excessive loads due to weight, wind, or sheer forces; and 
a panel frame (22, 41, 30) attached to said parallel stud members. 

Cable does not show the frame comprising one or more horizontal or vertical expansion- 
contracting means slideably attached to the stud members, whereby said panel will be able to 
expand or contract in respect to horizontal or vertical environmental forces and, expanded or 
reduced to fit within a space without disassembling or cutting said assembly without 
disassembling or cutting said assembly. 

Brady shows a horizontal expansion contraction means slideably attached to the stud 
members. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Cable's structure to show the frame comprising one or more horizontal 
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expansion-contracting means slideably attached to the stud members since it allows for the studs 
to move vertically in response to environmental force as taught by Brady. 

Cable as modified shows all the claimed structural limitations and able to function as 
claimed. 

3. Claim 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cable (4235054) 
in view of Brady (5 127760) as applied to claim 1 above and further in view of Thomas 
(1960961). 

Cable as modified shows all the claimed limitations except for another expansion 
contracting means slideably attached to said second terminal end of said parallel stud members 

Thomas shows an expansion contracting means slideably attached to both a first and 
second ends of a stud member. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Cable's modified structure to another expansion contracting means slideably 
attached to said second terminal end of said parallel stud members as taught by Thomas since it 
allows for the studs to move vertically in response to environmental force. 

Cable as modified shows all the claimed structural limitations and able to function as 
claimed. 

4. Claims 1, 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cable 
(4235054) in view of Thomas (1960961). 

Cable shows a pre-fabricated_multi-purpose construction panel comprising: a plurality of 
parallel vertical stud members (40) of generally equal length possessing a first terminal end and a 
second terminal end; at least one reinforcement member(55)_located between each stud member 
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whereby said panel can support excessive loads due to weight, wind, or sheer forces; and 
a panel frame (22, 41, 30) attached to said parallel stud members. 

Cable does not show the frame comprising one or more vertical expansion-contracting 
means slideably attached to the stud members, the vertical expansion contraction means is 
slideably attached to a vertical end of one or more of the parallel stud members and another 
slideably attached to a second vertical end of the parallel stud members. 

Thomas shows a frame comprising one or more vertical expansion-contracting means 
slideably attached with other members forming the frame. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Cable's structures to show the frame comprising one or more vertical 
expansion-contracting means slideably attached to other frame members as taught by Thomas 
since it allows for the easy attachment of the frame structures together. 

Cable as modified by Thomas further shows the means is slideably attached to a first 
vertical end of said attached to the stud members, the vertical expansion contraction means is 
slideably attached to a vertical end of one or more of the parallel stud members and another 
slideably attached to a second vertical end of the parallel stud members, and able to function as 
claimed. 

5. Claims 4, 1 1, 13, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cable (4235054) in view of Thomas (1960961) as applied to claim 1 above and further in view 
of Brady. 

Cable as modified shows all the claimed limitations except for said vertical and 
horizontal expansion-contraction means are slideably attached to each other. 
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Brady shows a horizontal expansion contraction means attaching to an end of stud 
members. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Cable's modified structures to show a horizontal expansion contraction 
means attaching to an end of stud members as taught by Brady since it allows for the studs to 
move vertically in response to environmental force. 

Cable as modified shows said vertical and horizontal expansion-contraction means are 
slideably attached to each other. 

Per claims 11, 13, 23, Cable as modified shows all the claimed structural limitations. The 
claimed method steps would have been the obvious method steps of constructing Cable's 
modified panel. 

6. Claims 9, 16, 22, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cable (4235054) in view of Brady (5 127760) as applied to claim 1 above and further in view of 
Edeus et al (4021988) and Tellenaar (6705056) and Herren (5189857) 

Cable as modified shows all the claimed limitations except for wherein the reinforcement 
member comprises a box-like structure formed from a pair of complementary unitary elongated 
metal plate-like members formed of a finite length defined by two parallel upright studs; 
said unitary elongated metal plate-like member terminates in a first end and a second end; 
said unitary plate-like member possesses a first horizontal edge and a second horizontal edge 
between the first end and second end; said first end and second end of the elongated metal plate- 
like member extend generally upward and perpendicular from the elongated metal plate to form a 
first flange on said first end and a second flange on said second end to permit the fastening of the 
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elongated plate to the surface of the adjacent parallel upright studs; said first end of the elongated 
metal plate incorporates a pair of parallel notches along the horizontal axis; said first horizontal 
edge and the second horizontal edge of the elongated plate are folded downward and 
perpendicular to the elongated plate forming a first downward flange and a second downward 
flange; and said first downward flange of the first horizontal edge is substantially longer than the 
second downward flange of the second horizontal edge and the width of first downward flange is 
greater than the width of said elongated plate-like member. 

Edeus et al shows a reinforcement structure (14) comprising a box-like structure formed 
from a pair of complementary unitary elongated metal plate-like members formed of a finite 
length defined by two parallel upright studs; said unitary elongated metal plate-like member 
terminates in a first end and a second end; said unitary plate-like member possesses a first 
horizontal edge and a second horizontal edge between the first end and second end; said first 
horizontal edge and the second horizontal edge of the elongated plate are folded downward and 
perpendicular to the elongated plate forming a first downward flange and a second downward 
flange; and said first downward flange of the first horizontal edge (26) is substantially longer 
than the second downward flange of the second horizontal edge and the width of first downward 
flange is greater than the width of said elongated plate-like member. 

Tollenaar shows a first end and second end of the elongated metal plate-like member 
extend generally upward and perpendicular from the elongated metal plate to form a first flange 
on said first end and a second flange on said second end to permit the fastening of the elongated 
plate to the surface of the adjacent parallel upright studs. 
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Herren et al discloses the reinforcing member having a pair of parallel notches along the 
horizontal axis at the first end. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Cable's modified structure to show a reinforcement structure (14) 
comprising a box-like structure formed from a pair of complementary unitary elongated metal 
plate-like members formed of a finite length defined by two parallel upright studs; said unitary 
elongated metal plate-like member terminates in a first end and a second end; said unitary plate- 
like member possesses a first horizontal edge and a second horizontal edge between the first end 
and second end; said first horizontal edge and the second horizontal edge of the elongated plate 
are folded downward and perpendicular to the elongated plate forming a first downward flange 
and a second downward flange; and said first downward flange of the first horizontal edge (26) is 
substantially longer than the second downward flange of the second horizontal edge and the 
width of first downward flange is greater than the width of said elongated plate-like member as 
taught by Edeus et al in order to form a reinforcing member that is a larger attaching siding area 
for siding as taught by Edeus et al, having a first end and second end of the elongated metal 
plate-like member extend generally upward and perpendicular from the elongated metal plate to 
form a first flange on said first end and a second flange on said second end as taught by 
Tollenaar in order to permit the fastening of the elongated plate to the surface of the adjacent 
parallel upright studs, and having the reinforcing member having a pair of parallel notches along 
the horizontal axis at the first end would enable the proper mounting of the reinforcing member 
to the studs as taught by Herren. 
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Per claim 16, 22, 24, Cable as modified shows all the claimed structural limitations. The 
claimed method steps would have been the obvious method steps of constructing Cable's 
modified panel. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 9, 11, 13, 16, 21-24 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The prior art shows different wall constructions. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phi D A whose telephone number is 571-272-6864. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
/Phi D A/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3633 

Phi Dieu Tran A 
20/09/089/14/08 



